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What are OERs ?



What are OERs ?
 Open Educational Resources are are freely 

accessible, openly licensed documents and media 

that are useful for teaching, learning, and assessing 

as well as for research purposes. (Wikipedia)

 Open educational resources (OER) are “materials 

offered freely and openly to use and adapt for 

teaching, learning, development and research” 

(Commonwealth of Learning, COL)



 “OER are teaching, learning and research 
resources that reside in the public domain or have 
been released under an intellectual property 
license that permits their free use or re-purposing 
by others. 

 Open educational resources include full courses, 
course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming 
videos, tests, software, and any other tools, 
materials or techniques used to support access to 
knowledge." 



OER Global Logo

Jonathas Mello, working 

with UNESCO, has 

produced OER logo

The logo is a way of creating 

a common identity for  the 

global OER community of 

practioners, projects and 

researchers.



ORIGIN OF OER

 The term "open educational resources" was first 

adopted at UNESCO's 2002 Forum on the Impact of 

Open Courseware for Higher Education in Developing 

Countries funded by the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation. 



ORIGIN

 The Open Educational Resources movement began in 

2001 when the Hewlett and the Andrew W. Mellon 

foundations jointly funded MIT OpenCourseWare 

(OCW), the first institution committed to making all of 

its course materials freely available. 

 Since then, more than 60 additional institutions have 

launched OpenCourseWare Web sites.



William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

 The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation has been 
making grants since 1967 to support educational and 
cultural institutions and to help solve serious social and 
environmental problems

 THE EDUCATION PROGRAM makes grants to stimulate 
reforms and improve instruction in public schools and 
community colleges, and to create and distribute free 
online academic materials.

 The Education Program is a leader in the growing effort to 
make high-quality academic content freely available on the 
Internet for anyone, anywhere in the world. We support 
innovative ways to share these Open Educational 
Resources for teaching, learning, and research.



Open Educational Resources include
 Learning content: full courses, course materials, 

content modules, learning objects, collections, and 

journals. 

 Tools: Software to support the creation, delivery, use 

and improvement of open learning content including 

searching and organization of content, content and 

learning management systems, content development 

tools, and on-line learning communities. 

 Implementation resources: Intellectual property 

licenses to promote open publishing of materials, 

design-principles, and localization of content. 



OER
Learning materials such as:

 Learning objects (quizzes, crossword puzzles, flashcards, 

animations, etc.) 

 Audio lectures 

 Audio-video lectures 

 Images 

 Sounds and music 

 Entire course content and open courseware 

 Collections of journal articles and institutional repositories 

 Textbooks 





BENEFITS OF OER

 Fosters pedagogical innovation and relevance that 

avoids teaching from the textbook 

 Broadens use of alternatives to textbooks while 

maintaining instructional quality 

 Lowers costs of course materials for students 

 “4Rs” = Re-use, Re-distribute, Revise and Remix

 Democratisation of knowledge 

 Better, faster, stronger and collaborative education



LIMITATIONS OF OER

 Quality of available OER materials inconsistent 

 Materials may not meet Section 508 ADA 
accessibility or SCORM requirements  and must 
be modified to bring into compliance 

 No common standard for review of OER accuracy 
and quality

 Need to check accuracy of content (eg: wikis)

 Customization necessary to match departmental 
and/or college curriculum requirements 

 Technical requirements to access vary 

 Technological determinism created by the delivery 
tool 



10 OpenCourseWare sites 

1 MIT

2. OpencourseWare Consortium

3. Yale

4. Open.Michigan

5. Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

6. Harvard Medical School

7. Carnegie Mellon

8.Tufts University

9. Notre Dame 

10. UC Berkeley



MIT Courseware
 What is MIT OpenCourseWare?

MIT OpenCourseWare is a free publication of MIT 
course materials that reflects almost all the 
undergraduate and graduate subjects taught at 
MIT

 MIT OpenCourseWare (OCW) is a web-based 
publication of virtually all MIT course content. 
OCW is open and available to the world and is a 
permanent MIT activity.



MIT COURSEWARE
 In 1999, MIT Faculty considered how to use the Internet in 

pursuit of MIT's mission—to advance knowledge and educate 
students—and in 2000 proposed OCW.

 MIT published the first proof-of-concept site in 2002, containing 
50 courses. 

 By June 2013, MIT completed the initial publication of virtually 
the entire curriculum, over 2,150 courses in 36 academic 
departments. 

 From 2008 AV content added to YouTube and iTunesU

 225 mirror sites around the world; 125 million visitors

 Going forward, the OCW team is updating existing courses and 
adding new content and services to the site.





Courses by Department
 Aeronautics and Astronautics 

 Anthropology 

 Architecture 

 Athletics, Physical Education and Recreation 

 Biological Engineering 

 Biology 

 Brain and Cognitive Sciences 

 Chemical Engineering 

 Chemistry 

 Civil and Environmental Engineering 

 Comparative Media Studies 



Courses by Department
 Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences 

 Economics 

 Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 

 Engineering Systems Division 

 Experimental Study Group 

 Foreign Languages and Literatures 

 Health Sciences and Technology

 History 

 Linguistics and Philosophy 

 Literature 

 Materials Science and Engineering 

 Mathematics 



Courses by Department
 Mechanical Engineering 

 Media Arts and Sciences 

 Music and Theater Arts 

 Nuclear Science and Engineering 

 Physics 

 Political Science 

 Science, Technology, and Society 

 Sloan School of Management 

 Special Programs 

 Supplemental Resources 

 Urban Studies and Planning 

 Women's and Gender Studies 

 Writing and Humanistic Studies



Stanford’s Open courseware
 Stanford Engineering professors are offering 

three of the school’s most popular computer 
science courses for free online this fall.



MIT/Stanford Courseware Platform

 A collaborative development and application of a 
scalable, sustainable system for Web-enabled 
education. 

 This project addresses what is perceived by many 
in higher education as a critical need: 
meaningful, coherent, easy to use Web-based 
environments for assembling, delivering, and 
accessing educational resources built on a 
common, open, architectural framework. 

Source: http://www.educause.edu/library/resources/mitstanford-courseware-

platform



Open.Michigan
 Open.Michigan is a collection of open initiatives and 

projects at the University of Michigan (U-M).

 Open.Michigan supports the open access and use of U-M 

resources for teaching, learning, and research.

 Open.Michigan promotes open content licensing and 

supports the reuse, redistribution, and remixing of 

educational materials for use by others worldwide.





Tufts OpenCourseWare (OCW)
 The Tufts OpenCourseWare (OCW) project, is a 

web-based publication of educational material from a 
number of Tufts University courses

 Provides open sharing of free, searchable, high-quality 
course content to educators, students, and self-
learners throughout the global community. 

 The Tufts OCW initiative encourages the publication 
and free exchange of course materials on the World 
Wide Web. 

 First launched in June 2005.







COMMONWEALTH OF LEARNING

 COL’s mission: Learning for Development

 Created: Directory of Open Educational Resources 
(DOER) doer.col.org

 DOER includes OERs from Commonwealth universities  
and educational institutions

 Collections for: Open Schooling; Postsecondary/ Higher 
education; Teacher  education; Technical and Vocational 
skills Development

 Developed a Policy on Open Educational Resources







Coursera registered learners
 During its first 13 months in operation, ending March 2013, Coursera 

registered about 2.8 million learners with

 27.7% from the United States

 8.8% from India

 5.1% from Brazil

 4.4% from the United Kingdom

 4.0% from Spain

 3.6% from Canada

 2.3% from Australia

 2.2% from Russia

 41.9% from the rest of the world



OER COLLABORATION

 Teachers Without Borders, a non-profit based in 
Seattle, is currently developing a new OER 
website where members can take courses, discuss 
their findings with people around the world, and 
publish their work, all on the same website. 

 Their  goal is to connect educators and learners 
from around the world and give free access to a 
wide variety of courses, thus helping to close the 
education divide.



OER PRODUCERS
 MIT Open Courseware 
 Foothill-De Anza Community College District, 

Sharing Of Free Intellectual Assets (Sofia) 
 Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 

OpenCourseWare 
 Tufts University OpenCourseWare 
 Utah State University OpenCourseWare 
 eduCommons 
 Carnegie Mellon University, Open Learning Initiative 
 Monterey Institute for Technology, Online Advanced 

Placement courses 
 Connexions 
 Internet Archive, Education 



OER MOVEMENT

 The Open Educational Resources movement is part of 

a global effort to make knowledge available to all.

 The UNESCO's Virtual University Forum provides  an 

overview about definitions, initiatives, and community-

building.

 Many repositories of open learning materials are 

listed at the Open Educational Resources (OER) Index.



OER MOVEMENT
 Several websites have become available that provide tools 

to support the identification, development, use, re-use, 

collaboration, and delivery of open learning content 

including searching and organization of content. 

 Some websites, such as: OER Commons, Open Learn, 

Open Content, WikiEducator, Connexions, OWL Institute, 

and OERderves, are devoted to nurturing online learning 

communities, wikis, and blogs on various aspects of OER. 

 A new journal has gone online with a focus on OER: 

Eduforge: The International Journal of Open Education 

Resources. 



Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs)

 A massive open online course (MOOC) is an online course 

aimed at large-scale interactive participation and open 

access via the web. 

 In addition to traditional course materials such as videos, 

readings, and problem sets, MOOCs provide interactive 

user forums that help build a community for the students, 

professors, and teaching assistants (TAs). 

 MOOCs are a recent development in distance education.



Benefits of Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs)

1. You can organize a MOOC in any setting that has 

connectivity (which can include the Web, but also local 

connections via Wi-Fi e.g.)

2. You can organize it in any language you like (taking into 

account the main language of your target audience)

3. You can use any online tools that are relevant to your 

target region or that are already being used by the 

participants

4. You can move beyond time zones and physical boundaries



Benefits of Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs)

1. It can be organized as quickly as you can inform the 

participants (which makes it a powerful format for 

priority learning in e.g. aid relief)

2. Contextualized content can be shared by all

3. Learning happens in a more informal setting

4. Learning can also happen incidentally thanks to the 

unknown knowledge that pops up as the course 

participants start to exchange notes on the course’s study



Benefits of Massive Open Online Course (MOOCs)

9. You can connect across disciplines and 
corporate/institutional walls.

10. You don’t need a degree to follow the course, 
only the willingness to learn (at high speed)

11. You add to your own personal learning 
environment and/or network by participating in a 
MOOC.

12. You will improve your lifelong learning skills, for 
participating in a MOOC forces you to think about 
your own learning and knowledge absorption



WIKIPEDIA



WikiEducator
 WikiEducator is a dynamic and exciting community of 

educators who believe passionately that learning materials 
should be free and open

 It is an evolving community intended for the collaborative: 
planning of education projects linked with the development of 
free content

 development of free content on Wikieducator for e-learning; 
 work on building open education resources (OERs) on how to 

create OERs. 
 networking on funding proposals developed as free content. 

 Website: www.wikieducator.org/ 





Wikiversity
 Wikiversity is a Wikimedia Foundation project 

devoted to learning resources, learning projects, and 

research for use in all levels, types, and styles of  

education from pre-school to university, including 

professional training and informal learning. 

 Teachers, students  and researchers are invited to join 

in creating open educational resources  and 

collaborative learning communities.

 Website: www.wikiversity.org/





WIKTIONARY

 Blend of word: wiki and dictionary

 A collaborative pro(ject run by the Wikimedia 

Foundation to produce a free and complete dictionary 

(lexicon and thesaurus therein) in every language.

 Online free dictionary (Wiki based open content 

dictionary) 

 Available in 158 languages and in simple English



challenges
 Resources (for faculty)

 Training  (Faculty and Learners)

 Technical assistance 

 Software  (Tool kits for development)

 Hardware (Computer lab and equipment)

 Copyright and IPR issues

 Quality Assurance

 Delivery mechanisms (web portals & bandwidth)



LICENSING OF OER

• Creative Commons:  CC is an organisation that 

provides ready-made licensing agreements that are less 

restrictive (than copyright).

• GNU General Public License  from FOSS , which 
is used for OER software



What is Creative Commons?

 CC is a non-profit organization headquartered in 

Mountain View, California, USA.

 Creative Commons  enables the sharing and use of 

creativity and knowledge through free legal tools. 

 Free, easy-to-use copyright licenses provide a simple, 

standardized way to give the public permission to 

share and use your creative work — on conditions of 

your choice. 



OER Commons

OER Commons is a freely accessible 

online library that allows teachers 

and others to research and 

discover OER and other freely 

available instructional materials.

Launched in 2007

Resources are organized on subject 

areas, Grade levels, Material 

types, Media formats, 

Courses/Libraries.

Website: 

https://www.oercommons.org





The Need for Open Textbooks

 A report issued by the United States Government 

Accountability Office shows how quickly the cost 

of textbooks has grown over the last decade. 

 Creative Commons believes that open educational 

resources can provide affordable and flexible 

opportunities for students and faculty.

 Hundreds of millions of works — from songs and 

videos to scientific and academic material —

available to the public for free and legal use 



OER Projects
 2 OER projects 2.1 BSSD OpenContent Project 

 2.2 California Open Source Textbook Project 

 2.3 Capital Market Wiki 

 2.4 Cardionetworks 

 2.5 ccLearn 

 2.6 Community College Consortium for OER 

 2.7 Community College Open Textbook Project 

 2.8 Connexions 

 2.9 Curriki 

 2.10 Edplum 

 2.11 Free High School Science Texts 

 2.12 Global Text Project 

 2.13 Internet Archive: Education 

 2.14 K12 Open Ed Kids Open Dictionary 

 2.15 LearnScope 



OER Projects
2.16 LeMill 

2.17 Marco Polo 

2.18 MIT Open Course Ware 

2.19 OpenCourse 

2.20 OER Commons 

2.21 OpenLearn 

2.22 OER Repository New Zealand 

2.23 Open-Of-Course 

2.24 Open Planner 

2.25 OWL Institute 

2.26 Qedoc 

2.27 SOCKS 

2.28 Sofia 

2.29 Siyavula 

2.30Tapped  In 



OER Projects
 2.31 Teachers Without Borders 

 2.32 twidox 

 2.33 We The Teachers 

 2.34 Wikibooks 

 2.35 WikiEducator 

 2.36 Wikigogy 

 2.37 WikiJET 

 2.38 Wikilectures 

 2.39 Wikiskripta 

 2.40 WikiTeach 

 2.41 Wikiversity 

 2.42 Wolne Podreczniki 

 2.43 Academic Library 



OER Handbook
 The handbook is designed to help educators find, 

use, develop and share OER to enhance their 
effectiveness online and in the classroom.

 Experience using a word processor (e.g. Open 
Office or Microsoft Word) and basic media 
production software, such as an image editor (e.g. 
Gimp, Inkscape or Photoshop).

 Source: Wiki educator





Commonwealth of Learning (COL)

 The COL is an intergovernmental organisation 
created by Commonwealth Heads of Government 
to encourage the development and sharing of 
open learning/distance education knowledge, 
resources and technologies. 

 COL is helping developing nations improve access 
to quality education and training.

 It helps to increase access to learning using 
distance education and appropriate technologies.





KHAN ACADEMY
 Web address: www.khanacademy.org

 Nature: Online education ( video tutorials stored on 

Youtube);  over 300 million lessons

 Slogan: “A free world-class education for anyone 

anywhere” (Non-profit organization)

 Created by: Salman Khan in September 2006

 Subjects covere: Mathematics, history, healthcare, medicine, 

finance, physics, chemistry, biology, astronomy, economics, 

cosmology, organic chemistry, etc.

 Support: Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Google

http://www.khanacademy.org/


KHAN ACADEMY
6 types of Badges:  Meteorite, Moon, Earth, Sun, Black hole      

badges, and Challenge patches 

(easy to harder to earn by the learners)

Video library with over 4300 videos on various topics;

Over 260 million lessons;

Automated exercises with continuous assessment

Courses for students

Coaches, Parents and Teachers can track their students’ 

progress

Log in with Face book or Google





Salman Khan

The founder of the organization, 

Salman Khan, was born and 

raised in New 

Orleans, Louisiana, United 

States to a father 

from Barisal, Bangladesh and 

mother 

from Calcutta, India. After 

earning three degrees from the 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (a BS in 

mathematics, a BS in electrical 

engineering and computer 

science, and an MEng in 

electrical engineering and 

computer science) he pursued 

an MBA from Harvard Business 

School.



ALISON (Company)
 ALISON (Advance Learning Interactive Systems Online) is an           

e-learning provider founded in Galway, Ireland in 2007 by social 

entrepreneur, Mike Feerick. 

 ALISON is cited in industry literature as the first MOOC, pioneering 

the systematic aggregation of online interactive learning resources 

made available worldwide with a freemium model

 Web address: www.alison.com

 Slogan: “A new world of free certified learning”

 Launched in: April 2007 (online education)

 ALISON has delivered 60 million lessons and records 1.2 million 

unique visitors per month; there are 250,000 graduates of its 500+ 

courses as of January 2013.







LEARN STREET
 LearnStreet is a company that provides an online 

education website for computer programmers. The 
website offers beginner level courses for Ruby, Python, 
and JavaScript.

 In 2012 the company received USD $1 million 
in venture capital from Khosla Ventures.

 Web address: www.learnstreet.com





UDACITY

 Udacity is a for-profit educational organization 

founded by Sebastian Thrun, David Stavens, and Mike 

Sokolsky offering massive open online courses 

(MOOCs).

 According to Thrun, the origin of the name Udacity 

comes from the company's desire to be "audacious for 

you, the student".

 Web address: www.udacity.com

 Launched in: Feb 2012

http://www.udacity.com/


CHINA OPEN RESOURCES FOR EDUCATION

 CORE is a non-profit organization. Its mission is to 

promote closer interaction and open sharing of educational 

resources between Chinese and international universities, 

which CORE envisions as the future of world education.

The mission of CORE is to:

 Coordinate use of open courseware from MIT and other 

universities within China

 Enhance the quality of education in China

 Offer Chinese open courseware for sharing globally



CHINA OPEN RESOURCES FOR EDUCATION

Objectives

 CORE’s objective is to build a wide network of users and 

content:

 500 to 1000 universities, educational institutions, and 

industrial partners

 10 to 20 million users

 More than 5,000 courses, modules, or subject items

 Free access via Internet and existing satellite networks



FLAT WORLD KNOWLEDGE

 Flat World Knowledge is a publisher of college-

level textbooks and educational supplements

 Founded in 2007 by Eric Frank and Jeff Shelstad.

 Its company headquarters are in Washington, DC. 

 The company originally offered every textbook published 

for free using online delivery under the open 

content paradigm,but in November 2012, the company 

announced that it will no longer offer a free version citing 

financial concerns as the reason for the change





CONNEXIONS
 Connexions is a global repository of educational 

content provided by volunteers.

 The platform is provided and maintained by Rice 

University.

 The collection is available free of charge, is available 

for remixing and editing, and is available for download 

in various digital formats.





2012 WORLD OPEN EDUCATIONAL    

RESOURCES (OER) CONGRESS

 UNESCO, PARIS, JUNE 20-22, 2012

 2012 PARIS OER DECLARATION

 A) Foster awareness and use of OER.

 B) Facilitate enabling environments for use of 

Information and Communications Technologies (ICT).

 C) Reinforce the development of strategies and policies 

on OER.

 D)Promote the understanding and use of open licensing 

frameworks
Source: http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/    

Events/Paris%20OER%20Declaration.pdf



2012 WORLD OPEN EDUCATIONAL    

RESOURCES (OER) CONGRESS

 UNESCO, PARIS, JUNE 20-22, 2012

 2012 PARIS OER DECLARATION

 H) Encourage research on OER.

 i) Facilitate finding, retrieving and sharing of OER.

 J) Encourage the open licensing of educational 

materials produced with public funds.

Source: 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CI/CI/pdf/E

vents/Paris%20OER%20Declaration.pdf



2012 PARIS OER DECLARATION

The Declaration is aimed at

encoragin governments to

contribute to the

awareness and use of OER

and to develop policies

and strategies to integrate

in Education.

Unesco in collaboration with

COL has undertaken

activities based on these 10

points.



OPEN LIBRARY

• Open Library is an online project intended to create "one 

web page for every book ever published". 

• Created by Aaron Swartz,[among others, Open Library is 

a project of the non-profit Internet Archive and has been 

funded in part by a grant from the California State 

Library and the Kahle/Austin Foundation.

• Its book information  is collected from LC, Amazon,etc.

• It claims to have 6 million authors and 20 million books

• A button labelled “Read” appears on catalog listing

• Links to where books can be borrowed or purchased

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Library#cite_note-BBC2007-2




Indian efforts
 SIRVA Siksha Abhiyan
 The National Knowledge Commission
 The National Mission on Education through ICT
 Brihaspati and Vmukti 
 Sakshat
 NPTEL
 E Patashala
 eGyanKosh 
 Vidyanidhi
 NCERT Online Textbooks
 Ekalavya
 E kalpa









The National Mission on Education 

Through ICT (NME-ICT)
 A Centrally sponsored scheme sponsored scheme to 

leverage the potential of ICT in Education

 E-learning using EduSat and DTH platforms

 Online interact with teachers

 E Patashala



Sakshath 
http://www.ignouonline.ac.in/sakshat/

 Educational Resources: To explore the world of web 
based knowledge resources

 Scholarship: Know about scholarship opportunities 
and details

 Testing: Test and upgrade your knowledge and skills

 Interact: Interact  with your teacher/mentor in real 
time







E-CONTENT FOR PG COURSES 

 UGC (NME-ICT Project of MHRD) SANCTIONED     

Rs.84 CRORES

 6-MEMBER STANDING COMMITTEE CONSTITED

 77 SUBJECT AREAS IDENTIFIED

 FIRST PHASE COVERS 35 SUBJECTS

 SUBJECT COORDINATORS IDENTIFIED (SENIOR/ 

RETIRED TEACHERS)

 WORKSHOPS FOR COORDINATORS PLANNED

 MULTIMEDIA-ENRICHED E-CONTENT, E-QUIZZES, 

AV LECTURES, E-LABS

 WILL BE POSTED ON E-PG PATHASHALA PORTAL



GAUTAM BUDDH TECHNICAL 

UNIVERSITY, LUCKNOW

 Formerly Uttar Pradesh Technical University (UPTA)

 Proposes to provide high-quality e-content for 

technical courses and disseminating through high 

speed Internet

 14 Nodal centres for recording AV

 Live webcasting of lectures

 2 high-end IBM and HCL Web servers planned

 GOI granted Rs.3 crores & Rs.98 lakhs by UP Govt.





Vmukti
 Vmukti provide online webcasting software, e learning 

solutions, webinar training software, live broadcasting, 
live streaming, whiteboard and online ...

 Virtual classroom in real time

 Uses low bandwidth

 Website: http:// www.vmukti.com





The National Program on Technology 
Enhanced Learning (NPTEL)
 Website: www. nptel.iitm.ac.in

 The main objective of NPTEL program is to enhance 

the quality of engineering education in the country by 

developing curriculum based video and web courses

 A joint venture of IITs and IISc

 Web course (DVDs for Rs 200/- per course title* (30 to 

45 lectures) + Postal charges**



E PATASHALA

• e-PG Pathshala: A Gateway to All Post Graduate 
Courses

• epgp.inflibnet.ac.in

• A project under NME-ICT for development of e-
content for 71 subject areas

• High quality, interactive curriculum based e-content

• LIS





eGyanKosh
 a National Digital Repository to store, index, 

preserve, distribute and share the digital learning 
resources developed by the Open and Distance 
Learning Institutions in the country. 

 Items in eGyanKosh are protected by copyright, 
with all rights reserved by IGNOU, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

 To access the items in repository registration is 
required. Registration is free.

 Website: www.egyankosh.ac.in/ 



Vidyanidhi
 Vidyanidhi - Digital Library and E-Scholarship Portal

 Vidyanidhi (Meaning 'Treasure of Knowledge' in Sanskrit) 

is India's premier Digital library initiative to facilitate the 

creation, archiving and accessing doctoral theses.

 Website: http://www.vidyanidhi.org.in/ 









ekalavya
 It is an Open Source Knowledge Initiative launched 

by the Affordable Solutions Laboratory (ASL), 
Department Of Computer Science & Engineering, IIT 
Bombay. The project attempts to bridge the gap 
between the seekers and givers of knowledge by 
creating innovative channels of communication. It 
takes the legendary figure of Ekalavya as a symbol for 
this activity, representing the human quest for 
excellence and knowledge.



E-KALPA





A-VIEW INTERACTIVE 

CLASSROOM
 Amrita University, Amritapuri/Kollam, Kerala 

 Weekly Online interactive discussion





Indian Initiatives
 The programs  are in a nascent stage of development. 

 Much of the work is based on Web 1.0 tools and there 
is a need to migrate to Web 2.0 

 Resources are not available under Creative Commons’ 
licences at present. 

 There is considerable discussion about how to 
enhance and relate the resources to teaching-learning 
process. 

 There is great interest in how to cater for 
heterogeneous group needs and the role that the 
customization of resources will play in OER 
development. 



LOCAL EFFORTS

 Inter-University Consortium was proposed by 
BRAOU in 2008

 A consortium of open/distance learning 
institutions in Andhra Pradesh to mutually share 
their learning resources

 Distance Education Council approved the project

 A one-stop portal for technology-enhanced 
learning

 Audio-visual lessons  are digitized first and 
uploaded to the University portal 



BRAOU INITIATIVES
 Design of Moodle  based e-Learning portal

 Digitization of av content (1000 videos; 2000 audios)

 Web hosting of e-content

 Webcasting

 Web conferencing 

 Launching of an online course PGDDLIM



Thank you


